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Jack and Jill: Independence Dependence
Written by Jane Martin, Jack and Jill is a dramatic critique on the current state of romance and love between men and women.  The play utilizes two characters: Jack and Jill to show a realistic relationship full of frustration, happiness, confusion, spontaneity, and everything in between.  The resulting relationship depicts a construed view of the typical American family as it challenges conventional morals to say love is disastrous attempt by society to make people feel ‘normal’.
The play starts with Jack approaching Jill at a public library, full of anxiety and fear.  Awkward introductions are exchanged and the two spark their new relationship with Jill inviting Jack over to have a few drinks.  At Jill’s house, the two uncomfortably mask their uncertainties by drinking alcohol and smoking marijuana.  Their conversations reveal how they were both previously involved with horrible relationships that did not work out and each person admits to their desire and craving for sexual relations.  The scene ends with the implication that Jack and Jill have every intention for sexual intercourse, and the next scene further implies this by presenting Jack and Jill together as boyfriend and girlfriend.  The next series of scenes portrays Jack and Jill fighting over the status of their relationship.  Jack believes that he is extremely happy and that his relationship with Jill is fine, whereas Jill thinks that she is losing her independence and living through Jack instead of herself.  Each new scene fast forwards in time with each scene escalating the tension between Jack and Jill more and more.  Jill begins to test Jack’s patience by attempting to become her own free person.  Jill does this by socializing with people from work, randomly committing acts of violence inside the house, and by constantly asking metaphorical questions to Jack.  Evidence of her frustration is seen when she asks Jack “does everything I feel have to … to pass through you to exist?” (pg 34)  The built up tension leads to a falling out period that is guided by Jill’s unhappiness and Jack’s undying will to make everything perfect between him and Jill.  The two grow very distant, moving out of each other’s lives and only talking to each other when they want to fulfill one another’s sexual needs.  Jack tries to keep the relationship going while Jill wants nothing to do with it, and eventually Jack realizes this and stops talking to Jill.  Just as soon as Jack gets over Jill she comes back into his life and tries to reconcile their love together because she realizes how ignorant and dumb she was earlier in her life.  Jack does not want anything to do with Jill and expresses his true feelings for her for the first time in the play.  Jill is very happy that Jack actually shares his true feelings and the play ends with Jack and Jill staring at each other, leaving the audience to decide if they get back together or not.
Set in a modern, urbanized American city, the play utilizes a very unique style to portray its image of a typical American relationship.  Upwards of eighty-five percent of the play is short, interrupting lines spoken by Jack and Jill that play off of the last mumbled words before them.  There is a very strong academic tone that keeps sophisticated by using large, (most of the time pointless) filler words.  Occasionally, Jack or Jill will have a monologue addressed to the audience that usually precedes or ends a scene, and it is in these monologues that Jack and Jill generalize the hardships of relationships.  In addition, Jack and Jill ask each other more questions then they do respond to any, and most of the time they are rhetorical and unanswerable with only one line of information.  For example, a typical excerpt from the play might look like this:

“JACK. Did you hear me propose to you?

JILL. No.

JACK. No?

JILL. I’m proposing to you.  I’m serious…

JACK. I just…

JILL. But first, the pre-nuptial agreement…

JACK. This is your idea of romance?” (pg 23)

Notice how in seven lines of dialogue, there are three questions asked, three actor interruptions, two one-liners, and one metaphorical question.  This short-winded style Martin uses is the perfect breeding ground for confrontation, and helps add to the argument-oriented tone of the play.


The title of the play represents both to the characters in the play as well as alluding to the historical children’s poem from long ago.  The poem sings about two care-free lovebirds that run up a hill to fetch a pail of water, but at the top of the hill they face misery and defeat and they both go tumbling down the hill.  This is a symbolic representation of the Jack and Jill from the play, as the play tries to show the two climb the ladder of love only to find despair and loneliness.  In fact, the play literally relates itself to this children’s poem when Jack says on page sixty-nine “went up the hill? The search, the need for intimacy…fetch water…they sought meaning together…”


The underlying themes of the play are that love is not real and that things do not have to make sense in order for them to happen.  The play stresses that love is a made up emotion used to try and give reason and meaning to life but lacks any true feelings behind it.  The play also stresses that everything does not have to be classified, analyzed and manipulated so that it can be represented by a reason for happening.  A perfect example of this is when Jill admits her love to Jack by saying “I love you…or something” (pg 26).  Jill is stating that she feels “something” towards Jack, which she does not understand and can not identify as “love.”  In the same scene Jill also tell Jack “I’m not making sense, Jack, I’m breaking the dishes.” (pg 36)  This illogical babbling helps bring out these themes and also helps the audience relate easier to the characters by making everything seem more realistic and less movie-like.
Jack is defined by his desire for Jill.  Jack wants nothing more than Jill’s love, and will stop at nothing to get it.  He believes that men are superior to women and that he should be the one who makes the life between Jack and Jill perfect.  Most of the play Jack is very frustrated with Jill, but at the same time he is always horny.  Jack makes a drastic change in his attitude from the start of the play until the end.  At the start of the play he is soft-spoken and afraid of being hurt, and he will say anything just to make things seem ok.  By the end of the play Jack is a very calloused individual who will offend anyone and anything that gets in his way because he is tired of being hurt.

Jill is similar to Jack in many ways because she also defines her life through Jack.  She has a burning passion to find her true self and become an independent, respectable member of society.  She is a deep thinker and believes that people rush into marriage too quickly but does not think there is any way to stop that.  She wants to know the truth behind everything and loves dissecting the world around her.  She also goes through a major change as she is the complete opposite of Jack, stubborn and hard to deal with at the start of the play and soft and gooey by the end.
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